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HE prefent wr: between 
vain and Fran e ha: been 
by one clafs of writers 4s ut 
unjuft, while another viafS. h. 
on grounds of expediency ad ju 
ers, howevei, of the latter. as 
ot the former defcriptio 
with the 1uppofition, tha. 
or peace refted with th 
ment ; and they 
‘fzppofed deter. ..... 
vour of hoftilities, by a: 
cumftances under whic - 
ren ed it aa evil of £ 
Great ‘Britain than peac’ 
been; a pofition which 
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hough it is certainly advife- 
choofe the le", y 9s it 
ucertaincd wlich: ‘t"¢ 

» tur , of; and as the can ais 
‘" happen to affociate themiclg c3. 
nunpgance of peacc, ee 7 ary” 
ed beford they can even balance 
riticg which . re infepantbl. from: 
- extrac. J.nary ‘that a defence 
poi on, whicli, though truc 

t, gnay ke doubtfil in its ap- 
vuld not have p aduced uni- 


chesgfore, the qQueftion of 
ho chaps ay unanimity 
Livléc fs try thd 

on anbther grounc, and 
the Britifh Government 
mver to preven: . tup- 
If zhis queftion be det 
ive, 110 further vindication 


. 
“an 
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can b& neceffary. Net 

but likewife in a moral 

our part, ul, then be juft. 

ever de-'t’ : may be enitertain 

frlnefs u. -vmmencing ho.cl 

mere “notives of policy or expedie. 
rational man will deny, that 3+ is Jay 

repel an unjuft aggreffion. It is not 

the bare circumftance, i aat the public a 
claration of war proceed >: Yom the part « 
France, which will warrant us to fay th 
Frai.ce was tne aggreffor. In thé year 1756, 
the great King of Pruffia cecla’ . war on 
Auftr.a ; ye. he was prope'ly jot the aggrel: 
for, becaufe he had receiv >ertai. infor= 


tation that withir a fe hy 1s hime 
ile would te 2+ ed 1 con- 
juriétion with ata -, Sin> 


then, (ie very fame em 
tl fubject has been fa'ly 
thought applicable likewi 
Natior " Convention 
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rainft Gregt .Britzin on 

y 1793, the gueftion of 

uft be determiyed by the 

ict of the two. Got “revments, 

» tat decoration: veith ghys 

1¢ folloving hiftory has beer’ Writ- 

It éolmences with the c sianhted, 

“nce at Pilhuttz, in Auguft 1791; 
vaufe at that cime the firft coalition 
zaintt France w<s in agitation: and as it 
contir ued to the declaration:of war, it 
comprifes an important period’ of, ¢*ghveen 
months, “Le events of which muft finally 
decide the qucition, “ Who were the ag- 


” 
“gre: ss? 


Th ch following work 
s b 2, may. perhaps expofe 
charge of prolixity : .but¢ 

falfehood is fo blen d 

tandom reports are adopt- 

and hiftory itself has 


en 
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beer almoft converted into fable, 
appeared abfolutely neceffary, in 
enforce conviction. I have-made 
therefore. throughout the whole w 
advance ... 2 fingle faét, w-u Nae 

ing it by unanfwerable authority 
have no only grounded this hiftory o 
thentic documents, but have every v 
prefented thoie docume its to the vir 
the reader. Further, to py’ zierve dipl 
accuracy as much as poSible. J hi ve 
nera]. quoted French documents in th: 
‘gind language. The ‘whole, there“ 
official repcrt, in the ftricteft fenfe. 


As the Moniteur was the official 
paper during the perioa wi.h this 
comprifes, ana tn¢ French emfel 
fore, ccnnot appeal fror-. 
which I took was, to exan 
ber of it, from Augrft 
1793, and to tranf 
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rench politicks had any referc.ice, 
r indiré&, to Great Britain. ‘I'then 
fe to'the moft celébrated ~publi- 
of th the French republican: Briffot, 
ahaw fard, Dumonri , xc. and 
y the two collections which contain 
ivate correfpondence of Di nouriez 
the War Minifter Pache and General- 
ida, a correff ondence which, though 
‘nerally kucwn, throws great light on 
efe yt fuhie@ T have hikewife con- 
the Memoirs of the Marquis Bc 
-* ally ‘Tolenfal’s Defence, off the 
ants, the Memoirs of Reértrand de 
lle, and the colleGtion of pieces pub- 
defence of Louis XVI, not with 
w of inter opinio.'*. but of extrady 
+ whic: the ‘auiiors were compe- 
f  .> Autheatic Codrs(pond- 
s with the French Minitter. 
‘s) has afforded very ma~ 
igating the rgotives 
he 
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by hich the French rulers were actu: 

in their condud towards Great Britain : ain 
it hes furnithed, likewife, much vi tuable i 
formation in regard to the real fent) =~ 
enterta,..! dy the Britifh Coyernment on 
the favje& of a war with France. Thefe 
fentime its have been further developed, .1ot 
only from kis Majefty’s fpeeches and the 
parliamentary debates, but from the m 
Jures which were adopted Ly Minitters, and 
which ftand recorded cither in ofh-ial notes 
tf authentic journals. The diplomatic papers 
which are quoted in this hi‘tory, are taken 
partly from the Moniteur, and partly from: 
the two Arnyal Regifters ; treaties, \vhether 
of peace, commerce, or alliance, are quot- 
ed from the eccurate collection ‘of pro- 
feilor Martens xt Gottinge _Var.ot 3 of = 
works iybve been oceaficz. — ~onf" 

the readér will find in ¢, 

hiftory. 
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_o the paitis which I have, taken jin the 
earch of -materials, I have endeavoured to 
" % fair/and candid ufe of them. r have 

seg ed no document, and no faét, which 
had core with.n my knowledg. aud I bg- 
lieve’ I have overlooked nothing of ifhpSrt- 
an¢o), whether favourable or unfa\ ourable 
to.cither party; and that what I haye ar- 
&rted, is indifputably true, the reader him- 
felt will every wre pgrceive, from the au- 
thority guoted in favour of each aaa 
Whether I have been guilty of :grrore of 
judgment, and have drawn falfe coneluffons 
from true facts, 1s a matter which the feader 
will likewife eafily determine; as he is put 
in poffeffion of all thofe premifes which, will 
one: him tojydge or him“lf, and i is  there- 
in le.s dane r of reckiy'ng a falfe: bias, 
* the di has one. Indéod,” it is. 
ce a hiftory of two living. 
it attaching one’s felf to 
is poffible, he who péffeffes 
fugh 
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fuch indi ference, muft be deftitute of that 
energy, and of that fpirit of perfeverance, 
which are requifite in the colleG@ing »d 
the arrang ng of the materials for an hiftory. 
With regaru to myfelf, I honzitly confefs, 
that I am fincerely attached to the prefent 
Admini.tration, and that I take a deciced, 
part with it on the fubjeé& of the followite 
hittory, not on account of any perfonal con- 
nections, for ] have nvt the t:onour of being 
acquainted with any one of the members of 
it, out becaufe a full inyeftigation of the 
fubject? to which the follo wing hiftory re-, 
lates, has convinced me, that not the Britith 
Miniftry, bu. the French rulers alone, were 
fhe euthors of the war. Slrall the taking a 
decided part, th-a, afte. an examination of 
the whole evidence on bot fides, b tern. 
ed partiality 2 If this be a? suu.7d, the deei- 
‘fion of: ‘eMery court of jufi*€ muft be par- 
tial. But an hiftorian muf. have alread: 
colleéied his materials," bra. ce he begins 
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compofe his hiftory ; he mutt alreatty/ there- 
fore, have formed a decided opinion); on the 
rofult of thofe materials. _ Confequently, 
even if ere neut the whole of his work 
he appears ‘more attached to one party then 
to ahother, yet, if he fafpended his judg- 
unént till his collection of data was his ital 
pkte as he could make it, thar fabfeguent 
attachment can never deferve the ‘appella; 
tion of prejud‘ce or partiahty. His judg- 
ment, indeed, may be erroneous, but fo may 
the judgment of a man who is poffeffed of 
a ftoical apathy, or an abfolute inditfer- 


ence. 


That hiftorian alone can properly pega 
ed partial who /érs - ¢¢ with the determina- 
“on tc j-ftify, wt all events, a particular 
party; who}. ~winigly fuppreffes faats and 
documenis wigs are unfavourable to it, 

nd-thus, by jyefenting his readers with a 
utilated pi&t ¢. deprives them @f the 
power 
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power c. forming 2 ‘rue judgment ‘of the 
whole. This method has: been very faocefi- 
fully pra@ifed Caring the prefeit wary bar 
at hom» and abroad : for; as mott - snen 
wart, cither the leifiare, oF the. inclination, 
or the on portunity, to calleet for themfelves 
all thofe facts and documents which are ne- 
ceflary tur the forming of a right judgment 
.a a controverted point « of hittory; they : are 
feldom aware" of the defedtivenets of that 
information: which. an. author thinks proper 
to lay, + Sore them ; they fancy ‘tnemtelves 
in pe. yextion of every thing requifite for the 
illuftration "of the fubje&, and uee-.ce, ‘there. 
‘fore, an inference diametrically oppefite to 
chat which they. would ‘have deduecd, had 
they, been enz “sed, by : at nuplet: reprefen- 
tation 8b the ‘whole pidiure, to make’. due 
eftimate of, the relpedtive (parts. "Whether 
the following ng hiftory 1 be: likey ife chargeable 
in this refed,” ‘the publid will ecafily. deter 
min 
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mine, becaufe every ‘hing which nh Axpears i in 
the leaft ‘unfavourable to the Britith Govern- 
“tent, has Ween already coll.@ed with great 
diligence ; as been induftrioufly prebagated, 
and is generally known. Indecd,+hadgl been 
refoly ed, at all events, to juftify oi Bs 
Adminiftration in regard to the \rigins of 
the war, I fhould no where bave bven even 
tempted to fupprefs . fing! circamftance, 
which, when vievted! alone, appears to be 
unfaveurable to it. For in every inftance a 
bare comarifon with the actions of the 
French rulers is fufficient to vindicate the 
meafures ~*f .he Britifh Goverrment; and 
the oly reafon why thefe meafues have 
been thought exceptionable by ‘fos many 
well-meaning rn, has bec 1 the wantfof 
anh {.oricat parallel betwgtn the: tondud 
Of the Fretutt Gc vernment on the one-hand, 
and that of the Britifh Government on the 

ther, reprefeitutg in what manner the 
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former aeceffarily occafioned, and fully juf- 
tined, the latter. 


The hitory, now prefented to the Britifh 
public, I wrote originally in ‘German,* a 
language, which a long refidence in the 
Univeriity of Leipzig, has rendered as fa 
miliar to me as my own “A defire of refcu- 
-ng my native country from» the calumnies 
of fome German journalifts, had induced 
me at the beginning of the year 1798, wheat 
the attention of all Europe was engaged 
with the threatened inyafion of Great Bn- 
tain, to dtaw up a fhort Efféy, *a the form 
of an Bpiftie, to a literary friend at Wei- 
mar, in which I endeavoured to thew, that 
whatver mi, nt ‘be the iTve of “he import 
ai catel then doubtfal' conflict, the dlame 


* Tt was publifhed at Leipz. 2), in‘Feoiuary 1792 
under the Vitle Hittosifche Ueberfir nt der Politik En 
{ands und frantreichs. 


ai a it 
of ‘its origin aitachetonl to” roel ‘of’ 
"Frances “This, Effa Tay was, printed printed in, the 
bd * Eesman Mercury * eae 708; Aird, 
eas the period of the publicdtion wts = 
unfavourable, to the author,. the ‘expeditions 
ofgthofe who were attached’ to thejfrepch * 
- eanfe being at that time very highs, it Was 
‘ ‘nodte be expected, that ‘the’ € joumalifts, 
who had afferted, that we evalition againtif 
France in 1791, was formed by the i intrigues. 
of the Britith Cabinet, that the French rulers 
were folicitous for peace, but that the Mi- 
nifters of Great Britain, through mere hatred 
“of the ne.” republic, had refolved, at all 
events, ta Commence h hoftilities, and had fo 
confidently repeated thefe a affertions duting 
Sevcoal ® ae ee 
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